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"Blessed by God:  
America's Deception." 
by	Rev.	Dr.	Shanta	Premawardhana,	President,	OMNIA	Ins;tute 
 
On	May	24,	thePew	Research	Center	published	a	report	on	the	
US	 responsibility	 to	 admit	 refugees.	 You	may	 be	 surprised	 to	
learn	 that	 the	 group	 least	 likely	 to	 believe	 that	 the	US	 has	 a	
responsibility	 to	admit	 refugees	are	white	evangelicals	 (25%).	
Catholics	were	twice	as	likely	to	believe	that	(50%),	and	those	
who	felt	the	greatest	responsibility	for	accepIng	refugees	were	
the	religiously	unaffiliated	(65%).	

This,	 even	 though	 ChrisIan	 scripture	 specifically	 commands	
them	to	provide	hospitality	to	aliens,	strangers	and	refugees:	
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Most Republicans & 
White Evangelicals Agree:  
“Refugees go Home.”   

By more than two-to-one (68% 
to 25%), white evangelical 
Protestants say the U.S. does 
not have a responsibility to 
accept refugees. Other 
religious groups are more 
likely to say the U.S. does have 
this responsibility. And 
opinions among religiously 
unaffiliated adults are nearly 
the reverse of those of white 
evangelical Protestants: 65% 
say the U.S. has a responsibility 
to accept refugees into the 
country, while just 31% say it 
does not.  (Pew Research Ctr.) 
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“The	alien	who	resides	with	you	shall	be	to	you	as	the	ciIzen	
among	you;	you	shall	 love	 the	alien	as	yourself,	 for	you	were	
aliens	in	the	land	of	Egypt:	I	am	the	Lord	your	God.”	(LeviIcus	
19:34)	

And	in	Jesus’	story	of	the	Last	Judgment,	the	king	says	to	those	
on	 the	 le]	 hand	 “I	was	 a	 stranger	 and	 you	 did	 not	welcome	
me.”	(Ma^hew	25:43)	

So,	what	do	you	think	is	going	on	here?	

In	May,	2018,	we	saw	many	reports	of	atrociIes	commi^ed	at	
the	US	border,	by	uniformed	government	agents,	even	against	
young	children	2	or	4	years	old,	and	in	one	instance,	a	one-year	
old	baby	of	parents	who	came	to	the	border,	not	illegally,	but	
seeking	refuge,	was	taken	from	his	mother	by	border	patrol.	In	
another	instance,	a	20-year	old	Guatemalan	woman	was	killed,	
shot	 in	 the	head	by	 a	 border	patrol	 agent.	One	 report	 states	
that	some	1500	children	in	HHS	custody	are	unaccounted	for.	

What	is	in	our	naIonal	DNA	that	allows	for	such	a	discrepancy	
between	 belief	 and	 pracIce?	 Can	 it	 be	 that	 the	 religion	 of	
American	ExcepIonalism	is	overtaking	biblical	religion?	
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The Other Side of the Wall: 
An interview with Border 
Activist Peg Bowden

The immigration crisis is a human 
crisis. Nobody knows that better 
than border activist Peg Bowden, 
author of "A Land of Hard Edges: 
Serving the Front Lines of the 
Border."  More than a 
humanitarian, Peg is a powerful 
leader who understands that 
compassion and courage must 
inform our activism, whether in 
political or religious leadership.   

OMNIA spoke with Peg from her 
Arizona home near the border 
where she has lived since 2002. 
 During those sixteen years she 
has witnessed significant 
changes in the quality of 
people’s lives, almost all of it 
directly related to U.S. 
immigration policy.  Bowden 
shared with OMNIA her first-
hand account of the situation on 
the ground in Nogales, Mexico.   

Read the Interview.  
 

Hear Our Conversation. 
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American	 excepIonalism	 is	 the	 noIon	 that	 America	 as	 a	 naIon	 is	 especially	 blessed	 by	 God.	 As	 a	
religious	 dogma,	 ExcepIonalism	 can	 be	 traced	 back	 over	 500	 years,	 at	 least	 to	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	
colonial	era	and	as	we	shall	see,	it	never	really	le]	us.		

It	was	in	1452	that	Pope	Nicholas	first	promulgated	the	Doctrine	of	
Discovery,	essenIally	declaring	war	against	non-ChrisIans	all	over	
the	world,	which,	40	years	later,	gave	Columbus	the	authority	to	set	
sail	later	looking	for	lands	to	“discover.”	The	Papal	Bull	gave	license	
to	Europeans,	notably	white	Europeans,	to	assert	their	dominance	
by	thinking	of	all	others	–	those	who	are	religiously,	racially,	female	
and	queer	as	–	wait	for	it	–	“animals.”	(President	Trump	was	not	the	
first	to	use	that	word	on	those	who	are	“other.”)	When	you	count	
some	people	as	less	than	human,	they	can	be	killed	with	impunity	
whether	 in	 the	 context	 of	 colonial	 conquest	 of	 Asia,	 Africa,	 LaIn	
America	 or	 the	 NaIve	 American	 tribes;	 in	 the	 context	 of	 slavery,	
the	 lynching	 of	 African	Americans	 then,	 and	 the	 killing	 of	 African	
Americans	 by	 police	 now;	 and	 in	 the	 context	 of	 killing	 of	 non-
violently	protesIng	Gazans	by	Israeli	forces	as	we	witnessed	on	the	
day	of	the	dedicaIon	of	the	US	Embassy	in	Jerusalem.	

American	 excepIonalism	 has	 always	 been	 US	 government	 policy,	
but	 it	 is	 now	pushed	 to	 its	 extreme	by	 President	 Trump	with	 the	
enthusiasIc	 support	 of	 the	 Evangelical	 right	 wing,	 those	 most	
recepIve	 to	 what	 we	 call	 top-down	 “received”	 theologies.	 These	
are	theologies	that	over	centuries	have	colluded	with	governments	
and	other	powers	that	have	as	their	primary	a^ributes,	exclusivity	
and	superiority	and	support	doctrines	like	excepIonalism.	

Received	theologies	are	a	big	problem,	and	not	just	with	President	
Trump	 and	 his	 white	 evangelical	 base.	 ExcepIonalism	 and	 the	
aktudes	of	exclusivity	and	superiority	are	infused	in	the	doctrines	
of	 mainline	 religion	 as	 well.	 (Just	 read	 the	 lyrics	 of	 the	 famous	
hymn,	“All	Hail	the	Power	of	Jesus’	Name.”)	Yes,	we	recoil	in	horror	
about	what	ICE	is	doing.	We	may	feel	that	loving	our	neighbor	is	a	
primary	value,	but	 lack	 the	contextual	understanding	 to	challenge	
the	exclusivity	and	superiority	of	our	own		“received”	theologies.		

OMNIA	trains	people	of	faith	to	shi]	the	paradigm	from	top-down	
to	 bo^om-up,	 from	 “received”	 theologies	 to	 “contextual”	
theologies.	 We	 are	 replacing	 excepIonalism	 with	 theologies	 of	
loving	your	neighbor,	and	we	teach	people	how	to	build	power,	so	
they	can	act	collaboraIvely	and	effecIvely.		

We	have	done	his	now	for	a	li^le	over	a	year	in	Northeastern	Nigeria,	Sri	Lanka,	Bangladesh	and	in	the	
US.	We	have	trained	about	900	religious	leaders,	clergy	and	lay,	women	and	men	--	600	in	Nigeria,	120	in	
Sri	 Lanka,	 74	 in	 Bangladesh,	 over	 100	 in	 Chicago,	 in	 just	 over	 one	 year.	 Impressive	 as	 they	 are,	 the	
numbers	don’t	tell	 the	whole	story.	The	story	 is	 in	 lives	changed,	hope	restored,	communiIes	brought	
back	to	wholeness	by	people	of	faith	coming	together	across	differences	to	act	together.		
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Doctrine of Discovery

In 1452 and 1455 Pope 
Nicholas V issued “Dum 
Diversas” and “Romanus 
Pontifex”, Papal Bulls giving 
Portugal’s King the authority to 
“capture, vanquish, subdue, 
and reduce to perpetual 
slavery” the so-called “enemies 
of Christ.”  Other Papal Bulls 
would follow and would 
provide theological 
“justification” for subsequent 
conquests by several empires 
all seeking to claim the “New 
World” for themselves.     
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